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RANIA ANTONOPOULOS, SENIOR SCHOLAR AT LEVY ECONOMICS 
INSTITUTE AND PROFESSOR AT BARD COLLEGE, APPOINTED GREECE’S 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOR AND SOCIAL SOLIDARITY  
 

ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, N.Y. — Rania Antonopoulos, senior scholar and director of the 

Gender Equality and the Economy program at the Levy Economics Institute of Bard College and 

visiting professor of economics at the College, has been appointed Greece’s deputy minister of 

labor and social solidarity. Antonopoulos ran for parliament as an MP with the Syriza party, which 

won Greece’s elections on January 25.  

 
Rania Antonopoulos, a Levy Institute scholar and Bard College professor since 2001, specializes 
in gender and macroeconomic policy, pro-poor development, and social protection. She has taught 
economics at New York University and served as a consultant and adviser for the United Nations 
Entity on Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), and the International Labour Organization (ILO), among 
others. During her tenure at the Levy Institute, she has directed policy-oriented research projects 
on South Africa, India, and Mexico, identifying the macro-micro impacts of employment 
guarantee programs that particularly benefit women. Since 2011, she has collaborated with the 
Labour Institute of the General Confederation of Greek Workers (INE/GSEE) on a public service 
job creation program that was adopted by the Ministry of Labour and put into effect in 2012. 
Building on that experience, she and her team of researchers proposed a fully developed job 
guarantee proposal for Greece that has received significant policy attention. In 2011, she also co-
directed a joint project of the Levy Institute, UNDP, and ILO that fully integrates women’s unpaid 
work in official poverty measures, with case studies for Mexico, Chile, and Argentina. With other 
Levy scholars, she was also involved in developing the Levy Institute Measure of Time and 
Income Poverty and applying it to the study of poverty in Latin America. Antonopoulos holds a 
Ph.D. in economics from the New School for Social Research. 
 

The Levy Economics Institute of Bard College, founded in 1986 through the generous support 
of the late Bard College trustee Leon Levy, is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, public policy research 
organization. The Institute is independent of any political or other affiliation, and encourages 
diversity of opinion in the examination of economic policy issues while striving to transform 
ideological arguments into informed debate. The ultimate purpose of all of the Levy Institute’s 
research and activities is to serve the wider policymaking community in the United States and the 
rest of the world by enabling scholars and leaders in business, labor, and government to work 
together on problems of common interest. To stimulate discussion of economic issues, the Levy 
Institute disseminates its findings through publications, conferences, workshops, seminars, 
congressional testimony, and other activities to an international audience of public officials, 
private sector executives, academics, and the general public. An annual conference on the state of 



the U.S. and world economies is dedicated to the economic legacy of Hyman P. Minsky, the late 
financial economist and Levy Institute distinguished scholar. 
 
The Levy Institute’s programs give Bard College undergraduates the opportunity to meet the 
prominent figures that give seminars, attend conferences, and serve on the research staff. The 
Levy Institute also offers the Master of Science in Economic Theory and Policy, an innovative 
two-year degree program that draws on the Institute’s extensive research and policy expertise. The 
M.S. program, which includes a 3+2 option, prepares students to pursue careers in public and 
private sectors as analysts, researchers, and consultants, and to provide them with the advanced 
knowledge, course work, and research experience needed to succeed as Ph.D. candidates. For 
more information on the Levy Economics Institute of Bard College, visit www.levyinstitute.org. 
 

Founded in 1860, Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, New York, is an independent, 
nonsectarian, residential, coeducational college offering a four-year B.A. program in the liberal 
arts and sciences and a five-year B.A./B.S. degree in economics and finance. The Bard College 
Conservatory of Music offers a five-year program in which students pursue a dual degree—a 
B.Music and a B.A. in a field other than music—and offers an M.Music in vocal arts and in 
conducting. Bard also bestows an M.Music degree at Longy School of Music of Bard College in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Bard and its affiliated institutions also grant the following degrees: 
A.A. at Bard High School Early College, a public school with campuses in New York City, 
Cleveland, and Newark, New Jersey; A.A. and B.A. at Bard College at Simon’s Rock: The Early 
College, in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and through the Bard Prison Initiative at six 
correctional institutions in New York State; M.A. in curatorial studies, M.S. in economic theory 
and policy, and M.S. in environmental policy and in climate science and policy at the Annandale 
campus; M.F.A. and M.A.T., at multiple campuses; M.B.A. in sustainability in New York City; 
and M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. in the decorative arts, design history, and material culture at the 
Bard Graduate Center in Manhattan. Internationally, Bard confers dual B.A. degrees at the Faculty 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, St. Petersburg State University, Russia (Smolny College), and 
American University of Central Asia in Kyrgyzstan; and dual B.A. and M.A.T. degrees at Al-
Quds University in the West Bank. The M.A.T. and environmental policy/climate science M.S. 
programs also offer 3+2 options. 
 
Bard offers nearly 50 academic programs in four divisions. Total enrollment for Bard College and 
its affiliates is approximately 5,000 students. The undergraduate college has an enrollment of more 
than 1,900 and a student-to-faculty ratio of 10:1. For more information about Bard College, visit 
www.bard.edu. 
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